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INTRODUCTION  

¢ What is the National Register?  

¢ Timeline and Methodology 

¢ Findings and Evaluations  

¢ Highlights 



FIRM DESCRIPTION  

-  Robinson & Associates is a research and consulting firm 
that specializes in architectural and landscape history. 

 

-  All firm members meet and/or exceed the minimum 
professional qualifications for architectural historians and 
for historians as specified by the Secretary of the Interior.  

 

-  The firm’s experience includes: 
•  inventories and surveys  
•  historic context studies  
•  National Register nominations 
•  National Historic Landmark nominations  
•  historic structure reports  
•  cultural landscape reports 
•  HABS/HAER documentation 

Background: Firm historian Tim Kerr conducting field work in Lenoir, North Carolina, as part of an architectural survey of the town in 2017 



WHAT IS THE NATIONAL REGISTER? 

¢ Authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) of 1966, the National Register is the official list of 
the Nation’s historic places worthy of preservation. 

¢ Properties listed in the National Register include districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects. 

¢ To be considered eligible, a property must meet the 
National Register Criteria for Evaluation. This involves 
examining the property’s significance, age, and integrity.  



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

¢  Criterion A: Properties that are associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history 

¢  Criterion B: Properties that are associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past  

¢  Criterion C: Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction 

¢  Criterion D: Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history 



WHAT DOES LISTING MEAN FOR OWNERS? 

-  Owners of private property listed in the National Register have no obligation to 
open their properties to the public or to restore them, if they choose not to. 

 

-  Owners can do anything they wish with their property provided that no Federal 
license, permit, or funding is involved. 

 

-  In Maryland, certified historic buildings, which include contributing resources 
within a National Register historic district, may be eligible for a homeowner tax 
credit. 

 

-  The Maryland Historic Revitalization Tax Credit provides funds in the form of an 
income tax credit for repair or renovation work on qualifying single-family, owner-
occupied houses. See the Maryland Historical Trust website for more information: 
https://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits_homeowner.shtml 

 



SECTION 106 

-  Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires Federal 
agencies to take into account the effects of their actions on historic properties. 

 

-  Section 106 applies when a) there is a Federal or federally licensed action, 
including approvals, licenses, and permits and b) that action has the potential to 
affect properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register. 

 

-  The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), established by the NHPA, 
is the Federal agency charged with overseeing the Section 106 process. 

 



SECTION 106 CASE STUDY 

Woodrow Wilson Bridge 
 

-  Built in 1961 to connect the suburbs of Maryland and Virginia 
 

-  Federal Highway Administration proposed replacing the bridge 
 

-  The expanded footprint of the new bridge would cross into the Alexandria 
Historic District and impact other significant historic resources 

 

-  Through Section 106 consultation, the design was reworked to minimize the 
footprint, profile, and height of the bridge  

 

-  A Design Review Working Group created as a result of the Section 106 process 
recommended additional mitigation as the project progressed and identified 
opportunities for the project to benefit nearby historic sites 



TIMELINE AND METHODOLOGY 

Background: Wagner House (1946; 1947-1951) by Charles Wagner (Photo courtesy the Prince George’s County Planning Department and Holly Wagner) 

MIHP Survey 

•  Research Design 
•  Field Work 
•  Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) Forms 

Field Work 

•  Building Inventory 
•  Documentation of Setting/Landscape 

Draft 
Nomination 

•  Research 
•  Narratives  
•  Supplemental Information (photographs and maps) 

Reviews and 
Approvals 

•  Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) review and approval 
•  Certified Local Government (CLG) approvals 
•  Governor’s Consulting Committee on the National Register 

Final Action 
by NPS 

•  Signature by the Keeper of the National Register 



FINDINGS AND EVALUATIONS 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERION A 

¢  Conservation: The Moyaone Reserve Historic District is significant at the 
national level under National Register Criterion A for the period 1945 to 1966 
in the area of conservation for its role in the protection of the viewshed from 
Mount Vernon, a National Historic Landmark. The Moyaone Reserve was 
instrumental in the passage of the nation’s first local law granting tax credits for 
the preservation of scenic open space.  



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERION A 

¢  Community Planning and Development:  The Moyaone Reserve Historic District 
is significant at the state level under Criterion A for the period 1945 to 1958 in 
the area of community planning and development for its distinctive land planning 
qualities, which demonstrate and affirm the Moyaone’s commitment to 
conservation and the integration of buildings and landscape.  



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERION C 

¢  Architecture: The Moyaone Reserve Historic District is significant at the local 
level under National Register Criterion C and Criterion Consideration G in the 
area of architecture for the period 1946 to 1976. The single-family houses 
designed by Charles Wagner and other architects working in the Moyaone 
during the postwar period represent a significant collection of Mid-century 
Modern residential architecture. Other domestic forms and styles introduced 
into the community during this period represent an important local 
manifestation of national trends in residential design.  





HISTORIC ASSOCIATED FEATURES 
 



WAGNER COMMUNITY CENTER 

(Historic photo courtesy the College of Southern Maryland, Southern Maryland Studies Center)  



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN (1945-1958) 

Spratt House (1952) by Charles Wagner 



THOMAS STRAUS HOUSE (1942; 1946) 

(Historic photos courtesy the Prince George’s County Planning Department and Pierre Paret) 



WAGNER HOUSE (1946; 1947-51) 

(Historic photo courtesy the Prince George’s County Planning Department and Holly Wagner) 



HARRIS HOUSE 
(1948; 1951; 1958) 



ADAMS HOUSE (1957) 



RESIDENTIAL DESIGN (1959-1976) 

Dildine House (1968) by Techbuilt 



SWICK HOUSE (1959) 

“Five Star Home Plan No. 2608”  



WATTS HOUSE (1964-65) 



WILLIAMS HOUSE (1964) 



VANDERSLICE HOUSE 
(1965-66) 



HIBBEN HOUSE (1967) 



SAFFELL HOUSE 
(1967) 



OSBORN HOUSE (1968) 



MCDEVITT HOUSE (1975) AND EDLER HOUSE (1975) 




